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Bushcare Roundup

Sjaan Field 
Program Officer Bushcare

 

As the end of the year approaches so does 
Bushcare’s 25th birthday, which we celebrated 

at the annual Bushcare barbecue lunch on  
2 December and also presented the Bushcare 
Legend Golden Secateurs Award. 

In Spring Bushcare activities included a bird walk 
at Cornelian Bay, plant giveaways at Lambert 
Park and McAulay Reserve, a history walk with 
Waterworks Valley Landcare Group and many other 
regular working bees. 

Eighteen enthusiastic volunteers went along to 
the Bushcare Big Day Out working bee at the 
Edith Ave Reserve, Sandy Bay with the Friends of 
McAulay Reserve. With the removal of cotoneaster 
and hawthorn, in just one day the site has been 
transformed!

Staff from Vodafone enjoyed a day outdoors with 
Bushcare in October. They had a taste of what 
it’s like to be a Trackcarer on the Organ Pipes 
Track, helping staff shift rocks and branches. The 
corporate volunteers then planted more than 200 
native plants at Tolmans Hill Park. After a tiring but 
enjoyable day many were keen to attend future 
Bushcare activities.

The Friends of Knocklofty Reserve volunteers 
helped over 80 volunteers, including Scouts 
and nearby residents to plant and mulch along 
the revitalised Salvator Rosa Glen Creek track, 
an extension to Knocklofty Reserve. Volunteers 
were rewarded with a native plant to take home 
and memories of being involved with this special 
community event.

The Trackcare dig day in August was a big success 
with 23 volunteers reshaping and refining the 
Slides Track. In October, Trackcarers got started 
on the new Missing Link track. It will be an exciting 
time for Trackcare next year, with local bike shop 
Bike Ride showing their support by giving anyone 
who participates in a dig day the chance to win a 
brand new Stumpjumper bike! 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support, 
you make such a huge difference to the health  
of Hobart’s bushland reserves! The Bushcare team 
wishes you all a fantastic holiday season. We look 
forward to more enjoyable activities with you all  
in 2019. 

Bandicoot Times 2

Contact Us 
16 Elizabeth Street
GPO Box 503
Hobart 7001, TAS

P 03 6238 2884
E bushcare@hobartcity.com.au
W hobartcity.com.au/bushcare
 facebook.com/cityofhobartbushcare

Cover: Friends of Knocklofty volunteers Rodney Arnold, Jim Anderson, Astrid Wright, Robyn Mounster, Jeff Dunn, Greg Summers and 
Sally Wayte surrounded by burnt and resprouting gorse.

Staffing news
Bec Johnson joined the team in November as a 
permanent part-time Team Leader Bushcare.  
Bec has been actively involved in Bushcare since 
2000 as a volunteer with the Fern Tree Bushcare 
group and a casual supervisor since 2010. Bec 
has been working with the Fire and Biodiversity 
team for 10 years. It’s great to have Bec on 
board and to share her extensive knowledge 
and experience of Hobart’s bush with us. 

We sincerely thank Michelle Storer for all her 
amazing work over the past two years as Team 
Leader. Michelle may work with some groups in 
the future as a casual Bushcare Supervisor and/
or volunteer. We wish Michelle all the best at the 
Huon Valley Council and with the wonderful  
world of weeds.
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Trackcare volunteers dig 
in for mountain of work
The Hobart mountain bike 
community was out in force near 
Strickland Falls in October, but 
instead of taking to their bikes 
they took up rakes, mattocks and 
shovels to start work on the new 
Missing Link track project.

About 30 Trackcare volunteers 
walked half a kilometre up the 
Rivulet Track to the first leg of the 
project, which will resolve gaps 
in the mountain bike network 
and lead towards a foothills loop 
that reduces the need for riders 
to ride on roads and shuttle 
between tracks.

Volunteers of all ages used local 
stone and gravel to start work on 
the new shared-use track, which 
will run through forest and across 
Strickland Falls.

Volunteers dug out huge  
rocks, some weighing more than 
300 kg, to create the track. 

They built intricate surfaces using 
rocks that ‘armour’ sections of 
the new track — preventing 
erosion and allowing water 
run-off. A family team built a 

No experience is needed 
– expert training, tools and 
equipment are all provided.

Dig days are held on the third 
Sunday of every month, 10 am – 
3 pm, at various track locations in 
our bushland reserves.

To get Trackcare email updates 
visit hobartcity.com.au/Trackcare

Many hands made relatively light work of 
this huge rock.

Volunteers of all ages, sizes and abilities joined in the fun at the recent Trackare dig day.

beautiful berm on one corner — 
a raised turning point that lets 
riders swing around a bend.

Three new mountain bike tracks 
are planned as part of the 
Missing Link project and will be 
built to international mountain 
bike standards. Two of the trails 
are new, the third is an informal 
track that is being upgraded and 
integrated into the network.

Run by the City of Hobart’s 
Bushcare program, Trackcare 
connects mountain bike riders 
and bushwalkers with the care, 
maintenance and construction of 
Hobart’s great tracks and trails.

Volunteers learn track building 
skills and help look after the 
amazing bushland tracks on 
kunanyi / Mount Wellington, and 
in the mountain’s foothills.

Regular ‘dig days’ are held where 
volunteers are taught practical 
track work techniques, meet 
fellow track and trail users, and 
help shape Hobart’s bushland 
trail network.
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Bec Johnson 
Fire and Biodiversity Team, Bushland Operations
 

While sombre cypresses from foreign soils dominate 
the skyline of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue on the 
Queens Domain and pay homage to those who fell 
during World War I, the grasslands that surround 
them hold a secret of their own.
Created to honour soldiers who died during World 
War I, the Avenue is managed by the City of 
Hobart and is a sanctuary for critically endangered 
lowland temperate grasslands, which have been 
mostly cleared from surrounding urban areas. In 
fact, across Australia, less than 1 per cent of these 
grasslands remain.

Flanking the avenue a sea of Poa and Themeda 
grasslands hides indigenous, remnant herbs, 
creepers and low shrubs, exquisite for their shy 
natures and fleeting, beautiful colours. If you look 
closely at the right time of year you might spy a 
native buttercup, an early nancy, shiny button or 
golden bulbine-lily. 

A flash of red and yellow petals could belong to 
a creeping Bossiaea, or a running postman. Both 
are exquisite, whether creeping or running. There 

is always something in season on the avenue 
thanks to the diversity of native plants and animals 
protected by its grasslands.

As beautiful as these remnant grasslands are, 
they are also extremely fragile, and vulnerable to 
introduced or more competitive plant species. To 
protect them from these threats we take great care 
to minimise ground disturbance and keep an eagle 
eye out for weeds such as gorse, briar and freesia.

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue winds for nearly 
two kilometres through the Queens Domain, and 
is punctuated by 520 plaques dedicated to fallen 
servicemen of World War I. It is a moving and 
sobering place, a place for quiet contemplation, 
and a place for wonder.

Walk where 
the wildflowers 
grow

Soldiers Memorial Avenue comes full circle
A century after 520 trees were 
planted at the Queens Domain to 
honour and remember those who 
died in the Great War, Hobart’s 
Soldiers Memorial Avenue came 
full circle.

On Friday 3 August an estimated 
crowd of 1000 people turned out 
for Centenary Commemorations 
on the Queens Domain. 

The day honoured those who fell 
during World War 1, and also the 
incredible work of the Friends of 
Soldiers Memorial Avenue, who 
brought the place back to life in 
time for the commemorations 
by fully restoring the avenue 
through the power of volunteers.

 

Wildflowers on the Queens Domain know how to put on a real 
show of colour, including this beautiful native buttercup.

The group had its beginnings  
17 years ago when Adrian 
Howard OAM and Kirsty Black 
raised the alarm that the Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue had fallen 
into tragic disrepair. The avenue 
was overgrown with weeds, only 
330 of the original 520 trees 
remained, and many of the 
plaques honouring our fallen 
soldiers had gone missing.

In 2002, the Friends of Soldiers 
Walk was formally incorporated, 
and is now known as the Friends 
of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue.

The group’s senior vice-
president, John Wadsley, says 
that since its formation the group 
has worked tirelessly to clear 

overgrown, woody weeds from 
the avenue, working with the City 
of Hobart’s Bushcare program 
and conservation volunteers to 
bring the avenue back to life.

‘Since 2005 we have installed 
535 new plaques on the avenue 
and replanted all of the missing 
trees,’ he says. ‘The plaques tell 
the stories of our soldiers and 
their families, and the tragic 
losses the Hobart community 
faced.

Our work has brought many of 
the descendants back to the 
avenue as a place to honour and 
remember their fallen kin.’

To find out more visit 
soldierswalk.org.au
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Time to rethink our 
relationship with weeds?
Nicole Gill 
Team Leader Bushcare
 

The 21st Australasian Weeds Conference in Sydney 
proved a great opportunity to learn more about the 
weeds Bushcarers keep in line, and to discover new 
tools to keep these green invaders under control. 
Costa Georgiadis of Gardening Australia fame gave 
the conference welcome speech.  

‘Disturbance is our companion, rather than our enemy!’

Costa’s message was clear – we need to move 
beyond our current dualistic approach to weed 
control where natives are always good and weeds 
are always bad if we want to have a positive, lasting 
impact on the environments we live, work and play in.  

Costa was followed by dozens of highly experienced 
‘weedos’ working at all levels – from professors of 
weed ecology to Coastcare coordinators, taxonomists 
and weed detection dog handlers. 

A highlight was the keynote speech given by US 
Professor Antonio Di Tomasso on the effects of 
climate change on weed migration.  Weeds are 
already on the move because of climate change, and 
we should probably be thinking about it less as global 
warming and more as climate weirding. For example, 
in a warming climate, it’s likely that some plants will 
suffer more frost damage, as they lack the chance to 
harden up in warmer conditions.  

Dr Pete Turner, from the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, spoke about the value of educated 
community networks to identify, report and control 
weed infestations, and of communicating better with 
the broader community.

Costa was on to this too, championing the need to 
share our ideas more broadly.  

‘We don’t want to be weirdoes, and just stay within 
our tight knit little groups,’ he said.  

Pete and his colleague Mark Hamilton also spoke 
about their highly successful, volunteer-supported 
hawkweeds eradication program. Orange hawkweed, 
mouse-eared hawkweed, and king devil have been 
the targets of extensive campaigns in both Mount 
Kosciusko and the Victorian Alps, with much of 
the mapping done by teams of volunteers who 
come back, year after year, for a weedy holiday in 
the mountains. We also met Sally and Connor, the 
hawkweed detection spaniels. You’ve never seen an 

excited dog until you see Sally the cocker spaniel find 
orange hawkweed!

Speaking of weed dogs, my colleague Mel Kelly 
and I won the poster prize for the best poster at the 
conference!  But we sort of cheated, because our 
poster had a dog on it – Fonzie, Tasmania’s first and 
only serrated tussock dog.

Costa’s presentation ended in a call to arms: 

‘We need to look at disturbance as an opportunity, 
and turn that opportunity into change, and that 
change into action.’ 

The final day of the conference was devoted to 
field trips. We visited Coastcare sites, where we 
saw demonstrations of large drones used to spray 
herbicide on hard-to-reach weeds on cliffs, and out 
to some of the islands off Sydney’s north, where we 
met with local Bushcarers, both removing weeds and 
also installing nesting boxes for the little creatures of 
their bushland.  

Although the Sydney environments were quite 
different to our own, it was great to see how other 
Bushcarers are taking action on weeds.  A sentiment 
of which Costa would surely approve.

If you’re keen to take your weed knowledge to the 
next level, and to translate that into some positive 
action, Bushcare will be running weed ID and 
mapping workshops in the new year – stay tuned for 
further updates!

Melanie Kelly and Amanda Brooks from Glamorgan Spring Bay 
Council join Nicole Gill in front of their award-winning poster 
during the Sydney conference.
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John Sampson
 

It’s 9 am on a Thursday morning at Knocklofty 
Reserve in West Hobart and seven members of the 
‘gorse force’ are on time and ready for action.
They joke that the only reason they turn up to these 
working bees is for the coffee and biscuits, but one 
look at this crew and you know serious business is at 
hand. 

They’re here to put another dent in gorse 
infestations on nine hectares of bushland adjacent to 
the reserve that was purchased by the City of Hobart 
in January this year.

The City of Hobart’s Senior Parks Planner,  
Jill Hickie, says it is an exciting acquisition.

‘This bushland will become part of Knocklofty 
Reserve, further protecting the natural values of 
this important city reserve, enhancing habitat 

connectivity for wildlife and improving recreational 
links,’ she says.

The Friends of Knocklofty Bushcare group have 
been champing at the bit to get in and clear out 
the weeds, especially the gorse. A dense and 
spiny evergreen shrub said to typify ‘cheerfulness 
in adversity’, it’s an apt description for the way the 
volunteers go about their business. 

After a quick meet and greet we head off down a fire 
trail towards the new site. We pass through beautiful 
bushland, tall eucalypt trees shade the ground and 
the Tasmanian blanketleaf (Bedfordia arborescens) is 
out in flower. It’s a stunning place to be.

But after a scramble up a north-east facing hill and 
on to a parcel of the newly-acquired land, it’s a 
different story. A huge infestation of recently burnt 
gorse lies before us, the result of a joint City of 

Sally Wayte takes to a patch of gorse surrounded by native bushland.

Friends of Knocklofty  
on gorse for weed win
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Hobart and Tasmania Fire Service hazard reduction 
burn that was carried out two years ago to protect 
neighbouring residents from the threat of bushfire.  

Gorse is classified as a noxious weed in Australia, 
feared because of its invasiveness, potential for 
spread, and its economic and environmental 
impacts. It invades a wide range of bushland, 
including heathland, grassy and heathy woodland, 
and tolerates many soil types.

Gorse burns easily but is not killed by fire. Instead, 
fire forces the plant to re-sprout or germinate its 
seedbank. The young seedlings are easy to spot 
among the burnt leftovers, and there is a good 
chance much of the seedbank has been exhausted 
by the fire. If this patch of bush hadn’t been burnt its 
seedbank may have remained active for up to  
30 years.  

Some of the gorse here has grown to 4 metres in 
length. Greg Summers, a committed member of the 
gorse force, has a photo of one of the trees they 
took down, its base was as wide as a small tree. 

Tackling this weed in bushland is serious business. It 
is hot, sweaty, dirty work, often involving a scramble 
through thick undergrowth and among the prickly 
spines of gorse, but clearly this crew love it.

Robyn Mounster points to a tiny green shoot with 
spikes poking up out of the ground. 

‘See that?’ she asks. ‘It looks like the gorse we’re 
taking out but it’s actually a native plant, you can tell 
by touching it. If soft it’s native, if hard it’s gorse.’

Encouraged by long-standing member Bruce 
Champion, the Friends of Knocklofty Bushcare group 
has done an incredible job removing gorse from the 
reserve. They carry out regular patrols looking for 
new seedlings, but apart from that most of the heavy 
lifting is done. It’s in the newly-acquired bushland 
plot where they are now focusing their efforts.

‘Removing gorse is hard, physical work,’ says Astrid 
Wright, who has been the convenor of the Friends of 
Knocklofty for ten years. ‘Some of these plants can 
be up to two metres high.

It’s also a woody weed, so it will go up like a torch if 
there is a bushfire.’

The plan is to hit the gorse infestation hard this 
year so that in future years all that is needed is the 
occasional mop-up of new gorse seedlings. Two of 
the crew have taken on the task as their own special 
project. Rodney Arnold and Greg Summers are 
going in two to three times a week.

It’s tough work, but if anyone can do it, Knocklofty’s 
gorse force can.

To learn more about the Friends of Knocklofty and to 
get involved visit friendsofknocklofty.org
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Friends of Knocklofty convenor Astrid Wright in the thick of the 
gorse infestation.

Rodney Arnold with his long-handled loppers on the hunt  
for gorse. 
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Protecting Hobart from 
bushfire is a team game
No other capital city in Australia, 

and very few in the world, are 
so closely linked to nature quite 
like Hobart. Forests and woodlands 
cloak our hills, native grasslands 
flank the River Derwent.

But living so close to nature in a 
fire-prone country like Australia 
comes at a cost. The risk of 
bushfire is always with us, and the 
fire season ahead is predicted to 
be another scorcher.

That’s why the City of Hobart 
carries out an ongoing fuel 
reduction program across the  
4600 hectares of bushland reserves 
it manages. It’s a two-pronged 
approach using firebreaks and 
cool-burning to lower the risk of 
bushfire, protect people, houses 
and businesses, while looking after 
Hobart’s natural environment.

If a bushfire does break out in a 
bushland reserve, people in nearby 
houses and private businesses 
are most at risk. They could be 
exposed to smoke, embers, radiant 

heat and direct flame, that’s why it’s 
so important to maintain a buffer 
between private property and 
bushland. 

The City does this through ‘green’ 
fuel breaks, open corridors that 
let fire crews in to carry out cool, 
patchwork burns that reduce the 
amount of flammable materials 
on the forest floor, and, if there is 
a bushfire, get in close to the fire 
front. 

Some smooth-barked gums are 
kept within these buffer zones — 
if there is a bushfire they disrupt 
wind flow and capture fire embers 
before they reach nearby houses. 
Ground cover is maintained as 
a ‘marsupial lawn’ to prevent 
soil erosion. It turns out native 
marsupials are highly cost-effective 
lawn mowers. 

The City of Hobart will continue 
with its program to protect life, 
property and the City’s bushlands 
from bushfire, but it also needs the 
people of Hobart to do their bit. 
Fire protection is a team game.

Mathew Bartlett from the City of Hobart’s fire crew keeps a fuel reduction burn under 
control in Lambert Gully. Photo: Mischa Pringle
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The most important things you 
can do to protect yourself, the 
people around you, your home 
and property are:

• Plan and prepare for a fire 
event.

• Practice your plan.
• Reduce bushfire fuel levels 

around your home and 
buildings, particularly where it 
adjoins a bushland reserve. Do 
not dispose of garden cuttings 
in nearby bushland – this 
increases the bushfire risk to 
your own property as well as 
your neighbour’s. 

• Be aware of bushfire danger 
levels.

• Do not plant vegetation 
in council-owned fuel 
breaks. Plantings hinder the 
effectiveness of the fuel break 
and will be removed.

This year the City is spending  
$1 million upgrading fire trails and 
another half a million improving 
fuel breaks.

FREE GREEN 
WASTE ENTRY 
The City of Hobart is holding 
free green waste entry days at 
the tip over summer. It’s a great 
opportunity to get your property 
bushfire ready this season by 
disposing of green waste.

McRobies Gully Waste 
Management Centre

• 8 and 9 December 2018
• 19 and 20 January 2019
• 23 and 24 February 2019
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Bec’s sold on 
Bushcare,  
heart and soul 
Bec Johnson can’t get enough of Bushcare.  
Even when she was eight months pregnant she 
would still turn up to her local Bushcare group in 
Fern Tree.

‘I just enjoy being in the bush with other like-
minded people,’ she says. 

Bec has been with the City of Hobart’s bushland 
unit for a decade now, working across weed control 
and bushland management. She’s just moved 
across to Bushcare as a team leader, and will be 
working with the Friends of Wellington Park, Valley 
Street, Fern Tree, McAulay Reserve, Lambert Gully 
and Cornelian Bay Bushcare groups. 

Her first task is to map out work programs for 2019.

‘I really respect how volunteers contribute 
their own time towards our bushland and their 
custodianship and caring for our bush. I think that 
is fantastic and want to support them,’ she says.

A keen walker and lover of nature, Bec’s life is 
deeply entwined with Hobart’s bushlands.

‘Some parts of Hobart’s bushlands look completely 
untouched,’ she says. ‘The beauty of that 
landscape with the backdrop of Mt Wellington is 
just breathtaking.’ 

She has two favourite places, the western side of 
Knocklofty Reserve looking back at kunyani/Mt 
Wellington, and the white peppermint forests of 
Ridgeway.

‘The western side of Knocklofty has beautiful big 
old growth trees and is listed on the Natural Values 

Atlas as a high priority conservation area because 
of the amount of big trees that have branch 
hollows,’ she says.

‘My other favourite spot is the white peppermint 
forest at Ridgeway. Eucalyptus pulchella is one of 
our most attractive eucalypts, with fine, narrow 
peppermint leaves. The forest here is healthy, well 
spaced, with some beautiful big trees.’ 

If Bec has a mission in life it’s to educate more 
people about the diversity of Hobart’s native plants 
and ecosystems, because with knowledge comes 
care and custodianship.

‘Many of us have no understanding of what plants 
belong here and which are harmful,’ she says.

‘Just like humans, some plants can be aggressive 
and competitive, while others are shy and retiring. 
Our native plants, together with a natural fire 
frequency, form a balanced system that helps 
support habitat for wildlife and insects. 

Feral animals, weeds and introduced insects can 
knock the entire system out of balance.’ 

Bec Johnson shows off some of the more curious objects found 
during the Hobart Rivulet clean-up day earlier this year.

Conservation volunteers spring into action
Conservation Volunteers Australia 
has a long history of helping 
Tasmanians in times of natural 
disaster, so when Hobart was hit 
by May’s torrential flood, naturally, 
they sprang into action.

Teams of locals, including students 
from the University of Tasmania 
and visiting international students, 
rolled up their sleeves for two days 

Winnie Ching Tung and William 
Ting, medical students from Hong 
Kong on a volunteering holiday 
with Conservation Volunteers 
Australia, found the opportunity to 
contribute very rewarding.

They found the projects they 
worked on exhausting but 
‘fantastic’, and loved meeting locals 
and seeing beautiful places.

of mop-up operations at New Town 
Rivulet and another two days along 
the Hobart Rivulet at South Hobart. 

Fourteen volunteers collected 
more than 200 kg of rubbish at 
New Town Rivulet, most of it small 
plastics. Down on Hobart Rivulet 
a team of 11 volunteers collected 
250 kg of rubbish, including a wig!  
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Tracks and 
trails update McAulay’s Reserve

It is mine.
At least it feels that way
Not well known or prepossessing.
It sits in suburbia
But parts recall former times 
When grasslands were pristine
And weeds did not infest.
Now two remnant spots remain,
Tended and loved by Bushcare folk, 
Recalling times gone by.

Macrocarpa trees,
Not endemic to this place,
Visitors, planted by the old professor
Who used to own this land.
His house still nestles on the fringe.
He knew the value of this corridor.
Blue gums and other eucalypts,
Sentinels along the creek.
Understorey native hops and prickly acacia,
Home for myriad birds which love this space.
Possums abound and build their dreys,
And just occasionally a straying wallaby.
It is ours, to share.

Margaret Eldrige
September 2018

City of Hobart track workers have been busy building  
a new stone bridge across the New Town Rivulet as 
part of repairs to the North-South mountain bike track 
on kunanyi/Mt Wellington.

They have been jostling huge rocks into place, some 
weighing in at close to three tonnes. It’s intricate work 
and is often likened to putting a giant jigsaw puzzle 
together, only they are working with stone, not paper.

Winches, small excavators and the careful placement 
of individual rocks by hand are all part of the process. 
The end product will be a beautiful stone bridge 
across the rivulet made out of local materials that will 
blend into the landscape.

The work is part of $1.6 million in repairs being carried 
out on walking and mountain bike tracks, fire trails 
and other bushland infrastructure following May’s 
devastating floods.

Liverpool Crescent track upgrade
The track connecting Liverpool Crescent in  
West Hobart to the Hobart Rivulet has been 
upgraded with new timber and stone steps and  
is open to the public again.

It’s a popular track for people walking or jogging  
into town or for just getting down to the rivulet.  The 
106 timber steps and 72 stone steps have been built 
into the steeper sections of track to make access  
much easier.

10

Weed Watch
A weed that invades lawns and 
grassy open areas, orange hawkweed 
(Pilosella  aurantiaca subsp. aurantiaca) 
is on Australia’s national alert list for 
environmental weeds and is one of the 
highest priority weeds in Tasmania. It 
is a ‘Declared Weed’ under Tasmania’s 
Weed Management Act 1999, which 
prohibits importation, propagation 
and sale, and as a Zone A weed 
is required to be eradicated.  It’s 
capable of causing severe damage 
to Tasmania’s agriculture and alpine 
environments.

Orange hawkweed closely resembles 
the common dandelion, but with 
distinctive orange flowers — generally 
between January and March — and 
hairy stems and leaves. It fills in spaces 
between pasture grasses and native 
grasslands, excluding other species. 
It can also make its way into forest 

understorey. The plant sends out 
stolons (suckers), and its light seeds 
can be blown many kilometres, so that 
even a single garden plant poses a 
significant risk.

There are localised infestations in Fern 
Tree, South Hobart and some old 
Hydro towns of the central highlands. 
A mapping project undertaken by 
the City of Hobart in 2011–12 will be 
rejuvenated this summer, revisiting 
properties with orange hawkweed and 
providing advice on control. The City 
of Hobart controls orange hawkweed 
on roadsides and reserves in Fern 
Tree. If you see the distinctive orange 
flower or hairy rosette of orange 
hawkweed in your travels, please 
report it to the Fire and Biodiversity 
team on 03 6238 2886 or  
parks@hobartcity.com.au
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Bursting with irrepressible nature
Lilly Donkers and Emily Pressnell have an irrepressible 
urge to share their love of nature, which is handy — 
both have just started work with the City of Hobart’s 
Bush Adventures program as activity leaders.

‘I love working in the great outdoors and sharing the 
wonders of the bush with people,’ says Lilly, who has 
worked as a guide on some of Tasmania’s most popular 
bushwalking tracks.

‘I think it is the best job in the world!’

Emily also has a track record that makes her an 
ideal Bush Adventures activity leader. She has 
worked with the Tasmanian Travel and Information 
Centre and as a Discovery Ranger for Tasmania’s 
Parks and Wildlife Service.

‘In this digital age it’s easy to become disconnected 
from our surroundings and the environment,’ she says.

‘Getting outside — simply “being” in a natural 
environment — has huge benefits to both our 
physical and mental wellbeing. Plus, it’s important 
to understand our environment, its ecosystems, and 
our place as humans within them — even at a really 
basic level.

I’ll be sharing nature and creating fun and engaging 
outdoor experiences in Hobart’s bushland reserves for 
people of all ages. I’ll be encouraging learning through 
play, creativity and exploration. Come and join me!’

The new Bush Adventures program is out soon 
and provides great opportunities to build on your 
connection with nature and help create essential 
connections with nature through Bush Stories,  
Bush Explorers and our Go Wild Go Solo Program. 

This season’s program invites early birds outside to 
join a ‘wild yoga’ session. Facilitated by Lilly this new 
activity focuses on the great health benefits that come 
from time spent in nature. Make sure you follow the 
Bushcare Facebook page to get a copy as soon as it 
comes out. 

From December Bush Adventures will also be 
rolling out the City of Hobart’s new TrailRider over 
summer. The rough-terrain TrailRider will open up 
more of Hobart’s great tracks and trails to people 
in wheelchairs. 

Visit the City of Hobart website for more information.

Emily Pressnell and Lilly Donkers can’t wait to show visitors the joys of nature in their roles as Bush Adventures activity leaders.
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Permit to undertake scientific research
The City of Hobart has updated the permit  
system used for scientific research carried out in  
its bushland reserves.  

If you are considering undertaking scientific research 
in one of our bushland reserves you can apply for a 
permit by completing a form on the City website at 
hobartcity.com.au/parks-permits



For more information: hobartcity.com.au/bushcare


