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Bushcare Roundup

Sjaan Field 
Program Officer Bushcare

 

It’s been another great year for Bushcare, one filled 
with amazing achievements and topped off with 

the annual Bushcare barbecue celebration, where 
volunteers shared stories and met Bushcarers from 
different groups. 

A big, warm congratulations to Rodney Arnold from 
the Friends of Knocklofty Reserve who was awarded 
this year’s Bushcare Legend Golden Secateurs Award. 
Rodney has spent countless hours regenerating native 
bushland in Knocklofty Reserve and can often be 
found working on his own or as part of a small team 
clearing out a huge swathe of gorse from a newly-
acquired part of the reserve.

Jeff Thomas took home our inaugural Trackcare 
Legend Award for his incredible energy and 
enthusiasm for the Trackcare program. He has 
inspired many other volunteers to get involved in 
Trackcare and helped it grow in popularity among  
the Hobart mountain bike community. 

During the year everyone who took part in 
a Trackcare dig day went into the draw for a 
Specialized Stumpjumper mountain bike. Seth 

Homfray was the lucky winner of this $2700 bike, 
proudly donated by Roll Cycles, so expect to see 
him exploring the mountain bike tracks beneath 
kunanyi/Mt Wellington. 

Seth, his brother Owen and mum Becky have all been 
regular volunteers at Trackcare working bees this 
year, and thoroughly deserve the win. Thank you to 
everyone who entered the competition and to Roll 
Cycles for donating this great prize.

It was a busy year working with corporate volunteers 
Hydro Tasmania and Aquatic Informatics, students 
from Mt Carmel College and The Friends’ School as 
well as holding regular working bees and dig days. 

A big thanks to all volunteers for your passion, 
support and commitment to our bushland areas!

Your work is inspiring. Your passion and commitment 
to conservation greatly respected not just by the City 
of Hobart but by the entire Hobart community. 

The Bushcare team wishes you all a fantastic holiday 
season. We look forward to more enjoyable activities 
with you all in 2020!

Contact Us 
16 Elizabeth Street
GPO Box 503
Hobart 7001, TAS

Seth Homfray on his new Stumpjumper, which replaces his old tip shop bike.

P 03 6238 2884
E bushcare@hobartcity.com.au
W hobartcity.com.au/bushcare
 facebook.com/cityofhobartbushcare

COVER PHOTO: Hazard reduction burn in Knocklofty Reserve, Bec Johnson.
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Two volunteers who have gone 
above and beyond to help care 

for Hobart’s bushlands have been 
recognised with awards.

The Bushcare Legend Golden 
Secateurs Award is presented 
each year to a worthy volunteer 
who makes a positive and 
lasting impact on the local bush 
environment.

Deputy Lord Mayor Helen Burnet 
presented the 2019 award to 
Rodney Arnold, who joined the 
Friends of Knocklofty Reserve 
group in 2013.

‘Since then, he has become a 
dedicated and reliable volunteer, 
offering his services to Bushcare 
two days a week,’ Cr Burnet said.

‘Rodney is unstoppable. He has 
spent many, many hours removing 
weeds and participating in working 
bees. He willingly became a 
volunteer supervisor and has led 
by example.’

An honorary mention went to 
long-serving Bushcare volunteer 
Robert Rands, who has made 
significant contributions during 26 
years with the Waterworks Valley 
Landcare group.

This year, the inaugural Trackcare 
Legend Award was added to the 
presentation to recognise the 
contribution from volunteers to 
the maintenance of the mountain 
bike and bushwalking tracks on 
kunanyi/Mt Wellington.

Cr Burnet said recipient Jeff 
Thomas brought great energy 
and enthusiasm to the Trackcare 
program.

‘Jeff has been a regular Trackcarer 
since 2017 and has helped 
to inspire and engage other 
volunteers to grow the Trackcare 
program,’ she said.

‘He has been a great advocate for 
Trackcare. He comes up with great 
ideas and often gets his family 
involved.

‘As a rider and racer, Jeff is also 
an invaluable representative on 
the City of Hobart Mountain Bike 
Advisory Group.’

Parks and Recreation Committee 
Chair Alderman Jeff Briscoe said 
more than 500 people volunteered 
their time to Bushcare programs 
during the past 12 months.

‘Trackcare, in particular, has proven 
extremely popular this year, 
welcoming 94 new volunteers,’ Ald 
Briscoe said.

‘In total, volunteers have 
contributed 4057 hours of their 
time to improve habitat for wildlife, 
conserve rare and threatened 
species and maintain tracks for the 
enjoyment of bushland visitors.

‘It’s a big team effort that is 
greatly appreciated by the City of 
Hobart. Our thanks go to all of the 
dedicated Bushcare volunteers for 
their efforts and passion for our 
bushland areas.’

Jeff Thomas and Rodney Arnold receive their awards at this year’s Bushcare barbecue celebrations.

Bushcare legends honoured
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Protecting home and 
hearth a family affair
Robyn Thomas knows she has 

to be off the mountain with 
her family well before a serious 
bushfire threatens her home.

It’s a message that has been 
drilled into her through 
neighbourhood bushfire 
meetings, and, just in case 
she forgets, Robyn keeps little 
reminders around the garden of 
what happened last time a fire 
came knocking in Fern Tree.

One is a set of marbles, fused 
together when the now infamous 
1967 bushfire came roaring in 
from the northwest. The house 
that used to stand on this site was 
destroyed. Another reminder is a 
Singer sewing machine. Jet black, 
its parts were soldered together 
in the fire and are now frozen in 
time, unmoving and unworkable.

‘I can get quite anxious when I 
know hot weather is coming,’ says 
Robyn. ‘But then I look out the 
window towards the mountain 
and the Organ Pipes and realise 
just how lucky I am to live in such 
an incredibly beautiful place.’

It’s a feeling likely to have 
touched anyone living in Hobart’s 
outer suburbs, places that back 
on to forested land like Tolmans 
Hill, Mount Stuart, Lenah Valley 
and the back of Sandy Bay. 

As a city surrounded by forest, the 
threat of bushfire is one everyone 
in Hobart lives with, whether they 
know it or not.

Robyn moved to Fern Tree from 
West Hobart about ten years ago 
with her husband Julian, and two 
boys, Tom and Bill. 

‘Over the years we have done as 
much as we can to create a buffer 
zone between our house and 

the edge of nearby forest, and 
we have a bushfire plan that we 
practise,’ says Robyn.

‘Last year we took down a large 
gum tree that had branches 
hanging within a few metres of 
the house. It was a beautiful big 
tree, and it was hard to watch 
it go, but it was just too much 
of a fire hazard that close to the 
house.’

Every year the entire family rakes 
up dry leaves and dead timber 
from around the house and takes 
them to the tip. They have also 
put in a huge vegetable patch 
that acts as a natural firebreak 
between the house and the forest 
edge. Regular watering results in 
a plentiful supply of vegetables, 
and keeps the soil moist.

They removed large grevilleas, 
climbers and honeysuckles, which, 
though lovely, hid a tinderbox of 
old, dead leaves and branches. 
The garden is now home to less 
flammable plants like native flax 
lilies and irises. 

Plants growing close to the house 
are kept neatly pruned, including 
the banksias, and a cottage 
garden provides a delightful 
contrast to the tall forest that 
surrounds the property.

Robyn and her husband, who is a 
volunteer in the local fire brigade, 
have checked the house for gaps 
where fire embers could get in 
and sealed them off. They also 
have two enormous water tanks 
and a fire pump.

‘Plan A is to not be at home 
if there is a severe or higher 
bushfire danger rating,’ says 
Robyn. ‘In case we are caught 
unawares and it becomes too 
dangerous to leave, our plan B is 
to make the house as defendable 
as possible.’

Robyn warns that one area of 
preparing for a bushfire often 
overlooked is just how much 
house insurance people will need 
to cover the costs of repairing or 
even rebuilding their home after 
a bushfire, especially given much 

The Singer sewing machine, charred and blackened in the 1967 fires.
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Robyn at home with her sons Tom, left, and Bill. Photos: John Sampson

tougher new bushfire housing 
standards.

All families in Robyn’s street 
participate in the Tasmania 
Fire Service’s Bushfire Ready 
Neighbourhoods program, which 
helps local communities plan and 
prepare for bushfire. Advice from 
the local volunteer fire brigade has 
been of enormous help, guiding 
Robyn and her neighbours in how 
to prepare for bushfire.

The street activates a ‘telephone 
tree’ for high fire danger days 
that helps everyone keep tabs on 
each other. If a bushfire strikes 
with limited notice it is important 
to know who is at home and who 
might be away on holidays.

‘Our entire street has been part of 
Bushfire Ready Neighbourhoods 
for a long time now,’ says Robyn. 

‘We all get together to talk about 
what to do if a bushfire comes, 
how we will all react and what 

plans we have in place. Working 
together as a community helps us 
feel safer and more prepared for 
bushfire conditions.’

Bushfire Ready Neighbourhoods 
is now a statewide program that 
helps Tasmanian communities 
plan and prepare for bushfire. 

It recognises that communities, 
individuals and the Tasmania Fire 
Service all have a role to play in 
keeping people safe from bushfire.

For help preparing your own 
neighbourhood plan visit  
the Bushfire Ready 
Neighbourhoods website.

The marbles Robyn found in her garden, fused together in the 1967 Hobart fires.
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John Fisher has been obsessed 
by Tasmania’s soil dryness index 

all year, and for good reason.  

The index measures how much 
moisture is in our soils, forest 
litter, logs and living vegetation 
and is used to determine when 
it is safe for the City of Hobart to 
carry out important bushfire fuel 
reduction burns in its forests.

Every year the index usually resets 
to zero. This year it hasn’t.

‘The fire season never really 
left Hobart this year,’ says 
John, who manages the City’s 
bushland reserves and has a long 
history working in biodiversity 
and bushfire management in 
NSW, Queensland, Victoria and 
Tasmania. 

‘It was dry throughout winter, we 
had a bit of rain in August and 
September that brought the soil 
dryness index down enough for 
us to carry out fuel reduction 
burns, but conditions have only 

just been suitable for the sort 
of low-intensity hazard burns 
we carry out in Hobart’s forests, 
woodlands and grasslands.’

Hobart has seen dry spells like 
this in the past. It happened 
ahead of the Black Tuesday 1967 
bushfires, which took the lives 
of 62 people across Tasmania, 
injured 900 and left more than 
7000 homeless.

‘The models clearly show that 
Hobart is going to get hotter 
and dryer and that the window 
of opportunity for carrying out 
hazard reduction burns in our 
forests will continue to narrow,’ 
says John.

Although all of Hobart’s bushland 
reserves are at risk if a severe or 
catastrophic fire strikes again, the 
areas of most concern are those 
that will only burn under extreme 
conditions, like the tall, wet 
forests around Fern Tree.

‘History has shown us that intense 

fire under extreme weather 
conditions will burn these forests 
if they are very dry,’ says John. 
‘And they are very dry now.’

The City of Hobart has a $1.9 
million annual budget to carry out 
bushfire fuel reduction measures, 
which include creating and 
maintaining fuel breaks between 
bushland reserves and houses, 
and hazard reduction burns that 
reduce the amount of flammable 
material in our forests, woodlands 
and grasslands.

These measures reduce the risk of 
dangerous bushfires destroying 
homes and threatening people. 
They are also designed to protect 
the natural values of Hobart’s 
bushland reserves.

‘Our low-intensity hazard 
reduction burns are designed 
to protect critical habitat such 
as large hollow logs and big 
old hollow-bearing trees, which 
provide important refuge for our 

A bushfire season that 
never really left us
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Summer bushfire smoke shrouds the City of Hobart’s bushland depot. Photo: John Fisher
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native wildlife,’ says John.

‘They are very different beasts to 
a high-intensity bushfire that is 
out of control during severe or 
catastrophic bushfire conditions. 
That sort of fire impacts 
everything in our forests – soil, 
fungi, invertebrates, micro flora, 
small mammals, birds, reptiles – 
nothing escapes its fury and it can 
take years or even centuries for 
ecosystems to recover.’

The lack of rain over the past 
couple of years has led to a 
marked lack of regeneration 
for trees in some of Hobart’s 
forests. The dryness is particularly 
noticeable in areas of shallower 
soils such as in Knocklofty Reserve 
and Bicentennial Park.

‘Shallow soils can get really hot 
and hold less moisture than the 
deeper soils you get at Fern Tree, 
so if you don’t get any rain plants 
can lose the ability to regenerate 
until you get enough rain to 
replenish the soils,’ says John.

If we see another year without 
rain some of the tall eucalypts and 
similar trees could really start to 
struggle.

Until that rain comes, John will 
continue to be obsessed by the 
soil dryness index.
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The fires that ravaged Tasmania in early 2019 created an eerie glow over Hobart. 
Photo: Mischa Pringle
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As hot, dry summers continue 
to arrive early it is critical 

the people of Hobart prepare 
their bushfire plans and remove 
fire-prone vegetation from their 
property well ahead of every 
bushfire season.  

You can help protect your home 
and loved ones by ensuring 
you are properly prepared for 
bushfire by following some 
simple guidelines.

•  Learn how to create your 
own plan to prepare your 
home, yourself and your 
family against bushfires at the 
Tasmania Fire Service website: 
fire.tas.gov.au.

•   Once you have prepared your 
bushfire plan, practise it.

•  If you live next to a bushland 
reserve, remove fire-prone 
vegetation from between 
your house and the reserve 
boundary. This includes 
removing shrubs 2-3 metres or 
more in height and slashing or 
cutting grass to below 10cm.

•  No matter where you live 
remove fire-prone vegetation 
such as dead wood and leaf 
litter from your property.

•  Dispose of garden waste 
at McRobies Gully Waste 
Management Centre in South 

Hobart during free-entry 
weekends, which are listed on 
the tip web page.

•  Report potential fire hazards 
to 03 6238 2886 or email 
coh@hobartcity.com.au.

Know the risks
Take the time to understand the 
fire danger rating system, it will 
help you judge the impact of a 
bushfire on any given day and 
determine if you should leave 
early, well before a bushfire 
arrives, or stay and defend your 
well-prepared property.

Prepare your home 
before bushfire arrives

UNDERSTANDING THE FIRE  
DANGER RATING SYSTEM
The Fire Danger Rating warns of the potential 
impact of a bushfire on any given day, based on 
forecast weather conditions. This summer the 
Fire Danger Rating will be widely publicised.

Categories Severe, Extreme and Catastrophic 
indicate a fire will be unpredictable, 
uncontrollable and fast-moving.

If a fire breaks out in these conditions, the  
safest option is to relocate to a safe place  
away from any fires.

Ratings above 50 occur in Tasmania around 
three times a year. Ratings above 75 have 
occurred only half a dozen times in Tasmania 
during the past 90 years. However, with the 
impact of climate change, the potential for  
such days is increasing.

It is worth noting that the Fire Danger Rating  
on Black Saturday in Victoria on 7 February 
2009 approached 200.

Source: fire.tas.gov.au
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Bushland closures
During periods of severe fire 
danger bushfires can develop 
very rapidly, making bushland 
areas unsafe places to be  
during a period of high fire 
danger.

The City of Hobart may close 
its bushland reserves for public 
safety when the Tasmania Fire 
Service declares a severe fire 
danger rating in Hobart.

Crews will patrol Hobart’s 
parks and reserves during the 

closures, monitoring for any 
potential fire outbreaks.

On days of severe, extreme and 
catastrophic fire danger ratings 
the public is advised not to visit 
bushland reserves.
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It’s important to remember 
that leaf litter, old, hollow-
bearing trees, even fallen 
and rotting timber all provide 
habitat, so picking up and 
burning every last bit of timber 
on your property is not a great 
mantra for biodiversity.   

Every household block is 
different, but with a bit of 
research you should be able 
to find a balance between 
creating a defendable space 
while ensuring you still have a 
habitat friendly garden.

If you’re on a larger block with 
natural bush, a defendable 
space around the house is 
the most necessary and most 
effective measure you can take. 

You can also help protect 
important habitat on your 
property from bushfire by 
removing fine fuel like dry 
leaves from around fallen 
hollow logs and large old trees.

The Habitat Network website 
has some great tips about 
planting a ‘habitat haven’ in 
bushfire prone areas: 

•   Keep leaf litter and mulch 
to a minimum, but provide 

more rocky areas where 
insects and lizards can find 
shelter and protection.

•   Maintain a clear space 
between the canopy of 
trees and the understorey to 
reduce the vertical spread of 
fire into the canopy.

•   Keep taller plants away from 
the house, staging down to 
smaller, lower shrubs closer 
to the house.

•   Plants such as eucalypts that 
have high volatile oils should 
not be added to bushfire-
prone landscapes, except as 
small clumps with no fuels 
directly below them to allow 

the fire to climb into the 
canopy.

•   Trees with smooth bark and 
that produce less litter are 
preferable.

•   Dianella and Lomandra have 
large smooth leaves and 
are therefore good around 
the house (not touching 
the house) but pruning 
dead leaves and keeping 
them well watered is still 
necessary. Like other native 
plants they provide useful 
pockets of habitat.

For more great tips visit  
habitatnetwork.org

Keep your garden wildlife friendly

Finding a balance between protecting your home from bushfire and maintaining a 
wildlife friendly garden is easy with a bit of research. Photo: Michael Roberts
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Weed Watch: Tree heath
Tree heath is a newly-declared 
weed with huge invasive 
potential. It’s the lesser-known 
cousin of Spanish heath, which 
spreads rapidly along roadsides 
and swiftly invades bushland. 
Tree heath (Erica arborea) looks 
quite similar to Spanish heath, 
but can grow to 7 metres, and 
has more open foliage with 
slightly larger, coarser leaves. It 
has rounder, white flowers on 
long stems, without the pink 
hue of Spanish heath.

Erica species were introduced 
to Tasmania for the cut flower 
industry. There are now 17 
declared Erica species in 
Tasmania, with Erica arborea 

recognised as a serious threat 
to biodiversity in southern 
Australia. Ericas are sometimes 
confused with the native heaths 
in the Epacris genus, like the 
common pretty heath, Epacris 
impressa.

Around Hobart, tree heath is 
mostly limited to a scattering at 
Mount Nelson and Ridgeway, 
and one garden in Fern Tree. 
The Fern Tree Bushcare group 
will tackle it at their August 
working bee – come and give us 
a hand!

Please contact the Bushcare 
team if you think you’ve 
found a tree heath: Bushcare@
hobartcity.com.au.
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Sun shines on Fern Tree Park plan
The City of Hobart is 

redeveloping Fern Tree Park 
to create a modern gateway for 
locals and visitors wishing to 
explore Hobart’s famous mountain, 
kunanyi/Mt Wellington.

The park is the departure point 
for a walk or bike ride along the 
heritage-listed Pipeline Track, and 
often the first point of contact for 
visitors to Wellington Park, which 
forms a beautiful backdrop to 
Hobart.

The redevelopment includes a 
nature-based playground, modern 
new toilets, picnic areas and a bus 
shelter. Rock cladding using local 
materials has been used in the 
picnic shelter and new toilets.

The Fern Tree Park redevelopment 
has created a more open, sunnier 
space for the community to enjoy.

Stage two of the upgrade started 
in October and will include a 
new footpath along Huon Road 
linking Fern Tree Park to the Fern 
Glade Track car park to improve 
pedestrian safety and access in 

the area. The Fern Glade Track car 
park is being upgraded and the 
steps leading up to Fern Glade 
Track are also being rebuilt.

There will be traffic delays and 
restricted parking in the Fern Tree 
area during stage two and the 

Fern Glade Track car park and 
Fern Glade Track entrance will be 
closed.  

The public is asked to be patient 
during this period, which is 
expected to be completed by the 
end of February 2020.

The newly-designed shelter at Fern Tree Park.

Photo: Hans Hillewaert  |  CC BY-SA 3.0
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City sets sights on Halls Saddle view

Four years ago Richard Jones 
was involved in a tree-felling 

accident that resulted in his spinal 
cord being severed. The 33-year-
old father has been a wheelchair 
user ever since the accident.

Richard is now employed by 
ParaQuad Tasmania, a not-for-
profit organisation dedicated to 
people living with spinal cord 
injury and physical disability.

He is an avid sportsman and so 
was the perfect person to trial the 

City of Hobart’s new TrailRider, 
a purpose-built, rough-terrain 
wheelchair designed to handle 
bushland tracks.

‘The balance is really good, it 
didn’t feel unstable and I always 
felt safe,’ he says, after taking 
it for a spin in the back end of 
Waterworks Reserve.

‘It was so good to be back on 
walking tracks I used to explore 
before my accident. It can handle 
single walking tracks and difficult 

terrain, which will be huge for 
getting people with physical 
disabilities out into Hobart’s 
bushland reserves.’

The TrailRider has been approved 
for particular bushland tracks in 
Waterworks Reserve, Knocklofty 
Reserve, Hobart Rivulet Park, the 
Soldiers Memorial Avenue and 
Wellington Park. 

It is free to use and can be 
booked online at hobartcity.com.
au/trailrider.

The City of Hobart is 
investigating Halls Saddle just 

below Fern Tree as a gateway to 
kunanyi/Mt Wellington, Tasmania’s 
most visited natural attraction.

Early work indicates the site 
could resolve access issues 
currently facing people visiting the 
mountain and become a gateway 
for locals and visitors.

While a Springs visitor centre has 
potential as a major attraction, 
the site has limited capacity for 
projected traffic volumes and 
parking.

Half a million people flock to 
kunanyi/Mt Wellington every year. 
That number is expected to reach 
700,000 visitors annually by 2029.

The Halls Saddle site is ideally 
located at the base of the 
mountain and has direct access 

to Huon Road. It is 10 minutes 
by car or a 40 minute walk to The 
Springs and one kilometre from 
Fern Tree.

Halls Saddle has the potential 
to house many of the facilities 
originally proposed for The 
Springs. The Springs will remain a 
key access point for walking and 
bike riding in Wellington Park. 

The Halls Saddle investigation 
replaces a previous proposal 
to build a visitor centre at The 
Springs.

Richard Jones takes the TrailRider for a test run in Waterworks Reserve with Gene Miley and Gemma Rushton from Bush Adventures.

TrailRider put through its paces



Bandicoot Times 12 Summer 2019  |  No 75

SUMMER PROGRAM OUT NOW!
The latest City of Hobart Bush Adventures program 
is out now. Find your next bush adventure at  
hobartcity.com.au/bushadventures.


