
City of
Hobart
Economic
Snapshot
February 2026



Overview

$464M
Dec Qtr 2025

TOTAL SPEND

Up 2.0% from Dec
2024

4.3%
Annual to Sept. 2025

CPI CHANGE

Up 3.6% from Sept
2024

131,582
EMPLOYMENT

Up 0.4% from Dec
2024

$234M
12 mths to Sep 2025

DEVELOPMENT

Up 8.8% from Sep
2024

1.23M
4 qtrs to Sep 2025

O/N VISITORS

Down 4.0% from Sep
2024

4.0%
Greater Hobart

12 mth ave to Sep 2025

UNEMPLOYMENT

Down 0.2 percentage
points from Sep 2024

The City of Hobart's Quarterly Economic Snapshot provides an overview of datasets that give an indication of
economic activity in the LGA. To create a complete picture of activity in a place, no one data set should be
considered in isolation. Data is updated every quarter as it becomes available.

$970K
Sep Qtr 2025*

HOUSE PRICE

Up 2.4% from Sep
2024

Greater Hobart

Qtr Ave Dec 2025

2.83M
4 qtrs to Sep 2025

PASSENGERS

Up 5.0% from Sep
2024



Total Spend, City of Hobart
Quarterly Sum $M

Resident Visitor
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Groceries and Other Food Retailing

Pubs, Taverns and Bars

Accommodation - Online

Takeaway and Fast Food Outlets

Cafes

Attractions, Events and Recreation

Breweries and Wineries

Sources: CommBank, Council iQ

Spending
Data

Change in Spending by Category 
% change; Ranked by size of spend

Change in Spend by Time
% Change

$464M
(Dec 2025 Qtr)

+$2.6M Supermarkets
(Change from Dec Quarter 2025)

+2.3% Night-time spend
(Change from Dec Quarter 2025)

In the Dec 2025 quarter, resident and visitor spending in the City of Hobart was
estimated at $464M. This was up 18% from the previous quarter due to the Black
Friday and festive season spending and 2% up from the same quarter a year ago.
There was strong % growth in takeaways and online accommodation from the
previous year, and strong $ growth in supermarkets and non-department store
discretionary retail. Declines occurred in department store/clothing retail
spending and breweries/wineries. Night-time spending grew by 2.3% compared
to the same quarter last year.



Annual Inflation by Category
Annual % change; Sorted in order of contribution to household spending

0% 2% 4% 6% 8%

Food and non-alcoholic beverage
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Recreation and culture
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Alcohol and tobacco

Furnishings, household equipment and services

Health

Insurance and financial services

Education

Clothing and footwear

Communication

Sources: ABS, Consumer Price Index, Australia

Consumer Price Index Change
Annual % change

Hobart Australia
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Alcohol & Tobacco
Largest Growth

Communication
Smallest Growth

Over the twelve months to the Dec 2025 quarter, the CPI for Hobart rose 3.8%,
on par with the Australian Capital Cities average of 3.7%. This figure was well
above the Dec 2024 quarter, where the CPI annual change was only 1.5%. 
The household spending category that saw the largest price growth over the year
was Alcohol and Tobacco (7.6%). However, the largest contributers to the
increase of the CPI were food and housing as they represent a higher proportion
of household costs.

Consumer
Prices



Unemployment Rate
4 qtr average

City of Hobart Greater Hobart

Sep
-2

0

M
ar

-2
1

Sep
-2

1

M
ar

-2
2

Sep
-2

2

M
ar

-2
3

Sep
-2

3

M
ar

-2
4

Sep
-2

4

M
ar

-2
5

Sep
-2

5

0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

6%

Sources: Jobs and Skills Australia; Nowcast of Employment by Region and Occupation (NERO).; Small Area Labour Markets; Internet Vacancy Index. Employment numbers are seasonally adjusted and based on the residence of the employee. 

Employed Residents
Smoothed average quarterly amount ‘000s

D
ec

-2
0

Ju
n-

21

D
ec

-2
1

Ju
n-

22

D
ec

-2
2

Ju
n-

23

D
ec

-2
3

Ju
n-

24

D
ec

-2
4

Ju
n-

25

D
ec

-2
5

100

105

110

115

120

125

130

135

Online Job Advertisements 
Quarterly average
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131,582 
(Average Dec Qtr 2025)

4.0% Greater Hobart
(4 quarters to Sep 2025)

1,465
(Average to Dec Qtr 2025)

The number of employed residents in the Greater Hobart area was estimated at
131,582 in the Dec 2025 quarter, up slightly from the year before (131,010). 
The average 4 quarter unemployment rate for the City of Hobart was 2.7% and for
Greater Hobart 4.0%. The estimated unemployment rate was down from last year,
but reflects declining labour force participation as well as employment increases.
There were an average of 1,465 online job vacancies advertised in the Dec 2025
quarter, down 17% from the year before and 16% from the previous quarter.

Employ-
ment

Large Falls

Medical Practitioners and Nurses
Carers and Aides
Legal, Social and Welfare
Professionals

-17%
(from Dec Qtr 2024)



Residential Non-Residential
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The value of building approvals in the City of Hobart area was estimated at
$234M in the 12 months to Sep 2025 quarter, up 8.8% from the year before
($200.1M). Residential building approvals were up 4%, while non-residential
were up 6%.
Education ($200M) and Office ($126M) buildings represented the largest value
of non-residential buildings approved in the City of Hobart over the three years
to Sep 2025.

Building
Approvals

Value Approved, Last 3 Years

Sources: ABS, Building Approvals. Data is provided at a Statistical Area 2 level and then aggregated to a LGA region. 

Value of Building Approvals, CoH
$M, Rolling 12 months

Non-Residential Approvals, City of
Hobart, Last 3 Years
$Millions

$234M 
(4 quarters to Sep 2025)

Hobart SA2 - $509M
(Last 3 years)

Education - $200M
(Last 3 years)



The median house price for the City of Hobart in the Sep 2025 quarter was
estimated at $970,000. This was up 2.4% from the year before, and up 4% from
the previous quarter. The median unit price was $600,000, down 3.6% from the
previous year, but up from the preceding quarter.
The median weekly rent for a house in the City of Hobart in the Sep 2025
quarter was $660, up 10% from the year before. The median unit weekly rent
was $500 (+6.4%).

Housing
Costs

Median Unit Price 
Quarterly Median Sale price ‘000s

City of Hobart Greater Hobart
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Sources: *Preliminary estimate utilising PropTrack Home Price Index and other data; PropTrack and housing.id for all historical data.

Median House Price
Quarterly Median Sale price ‘000s

City of Hobart Greater Hobart
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In the four quarters to Sep 2025, an estimated 1,025,000 Domestic Overnight
Visitors came to the City of Hobart, down 6% from the year before. 
There were an estimated 205,000 international visitors in the four quarters to
Dec 2025, up 8.5% from the year before.
Domestic passenger numbers to Hobart Airport were estimated at 2,826,000 in
the 12 months to Sep 2025, up 5.0% from the year before.

Visitation
Data

International Overnight Visitors 
Rolling 4 quarter ‘000s
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Sources: BITRE, Airport Traffic Data; Tourism Research Australia. Data is provided for domestic and international visitors at a Statistical Area 2 level and then aggregated to a LGA region. As the data is largely survey based, estimates at a sub-
state level should be used with a high level of caution. They are best used as an indication of trends only due to low sample sizes in some areas.

Domestic Overnight Visitors ‘000s
Rolling 4 quarter ‘000s
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Hobart Airport Passengers (Domestic)
Rolling 4 quarter ‘000s
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.id is the leading provider of small area demographic and economic data and analysis in
Australia. Over 300 local councils and regional authorities across Australia and New Zealand
commission our detailed local area profiles, which are then made available to the public as a
shared resource for the community. For more economic data on Hobart and the rest of
Tasmania, visit economy.id.com.au/tasmania.

economy@id.com.au coh@hobartcity.com.au

This Report is prepared only for use by the City of Hobart and may only be used for the purpose for which it
was commissioned. .id accepts no liability in connection with the recipients use or reliance on the Report.
The content of much of this Report is based on ABS; CommBank iQ; and Jobs and Skills Australia Data. The
data and the copyright in the data remains the property of the relevant entities. .id accepts no liability with
respect to the correctness, accuracy, currency, completeness, relevance or otherwise of the Data. 
This Report and all material contained within it is subject to Australian copyright law. 
Copyright © 2025 ID Consulting Pty Ltd ACN 084 054 473 All rights reserved.

https://economy.id.com.au/tasmania
mailto:economy@id.com.au

