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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

The Hobart City Council is undertaking a major systematic review of Hobart’s built cultural 
heritage.  This heritage review of Hobart’s Central Area represents a continuation of this 
heritage assessment process, as reviews have already been completed of the City Fringe, 
Lenah Valley, Mount Stuart, South Hobart, Sandy Bay, and West Hobart. 
 
In 1990, a strategic heritage assessment of the central area was conducted as part of the 
Central Area Strategy Plan (CASP), a large Council project that addressed a wide range of 
urban development issues.  CASP resulted in a number of additional listings being 
incorporated within a scheme amendment in 1996.  In addition to these listings, CASP 
highlighted other properties, recommended for future review. 
 
It was in this context, that the Central Area Heritage Review was instigated, coupled with a 
requirement under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 to keep planning 
schemes under regular review. 
 
The CASP Heritage Topic Report has been closely examined, and key findings in this study 
have contributed to preparations for the field work component of the Central Area Heritage 
Review (Appendix A). 
 
This review is consistent with the Council’s Strategic Plan 2001-2005, which recognises that 
“Hobart’s identity is dependent upon its unique cultural heritage”, and that it is the Council’s 
responsibility “to ensure the City’s intrinsic cultural heritage values are conserved, protected 
and celebrated.” 

1.2 Study Area 

The detailed study area is defined by Bathurst Street in the north; Davey and Macquarie 
Streets in the south as well as the southern boundary of St Davids Park; Brooker Avenue 
and Campbell Street in the east; and Harrington Street and Sandy Bay Road in the west 
(Figure 1). 
 
The Central Area boundaries have been determined by the Sullivans Cove Planning 
Scheme boundary and the boundaries of Study Area A and B of the City Fringe Heritage 
Review. 

1.3 Key Outcome 

The key outcome identified for this heritage review by the Hobart City Council is the creation 
of an inventory of significant cultural heritage places to be considered for inclusion on the 
City of Hobart Planning Scheme 1982. 

1.4 Authorship 

This review was conducted by Katheryn Bennett, Project Consultant, under the guidance of 
Brendan Lennard, Cultural Heritage Officer, Hobart City Council.  All major study tasks were 
reviewed after initial and final completion. 

1.5 Timing 

The project was conducted over a period of four months.  Work commenced in April and 
was completed in September 2003 (with a months break in August).  The literature review 
component of the study was conducted within the first two weeks, and the majority of the 
field work was conducted from late April throughout May and June.  The inventory 
compilation was undertaken from May through to September.  The main report (this 
document) was completed in September. 
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1.6 Limitations 

1.6.1 Level of Information 

The level of information provided for individual heritage places, though sufficient to 
establish significance for the purpose of inclusion onto the final inventory, must not be 
regarded as definitive.  This information is not a replacement for the systematic and detailed 
research and documentation undertaken as part of the conservation planning or 
development consent processes. 

1.6.2 Street Addresses 

A more specific limitation is the use of street addresses to identify places included within the 
Inventory of Significant Places.  In some cases places were found to have more than one 
possible street address, this was a particular problem of properties located on street 
corners.  In other cases, ownership of a single structure was found to be newly divided by 
stratum titles.  In order to avoid confusion, and to provide some level of consistency, the 
address and general property information provided by Land Information System Tasmania 
(LIST) has been used in preference to property information provided by the Hobart City 
Council’s Geographical Information System (GIS), which is currently being reviewed so that 
it is consistent with the land information details that are presented on LIST. 
 
As well as the current street address, other land information has been supplied for each 
place included within the inventory.  This information includes title references and the 
Property Identification Number (PID) obtained from LIST.  It was thought necessary to 
provide the PID of each property, as this number can be used to initiate a quick search on 
the Council’s GIS. 

1.5 Methodology 

The project methodology clearly outlined in the NSW Heritage Office and Department of 
Urban Affairs and Planning, 1996, Heritage Studies, New South Wales Heritage Manual (3rd 
Edition), was referred to during the course of this study. 
 
The evaluation criteria applied to inventory items are those required for entry on to the 
Tasmanian Heritage Register (THR).  These criteria are clearly defined in the Historic 
Cultural Heritage Act 1995 (Appendix B).  The inventory format is taken from the 
Tasmanian Heritage Register Database, which has been created using Microsoft Access. 

1.6 Terminology 

The main body of this report does not generally adopt any special terminology, however, 
terminology used to describe building style, form and materials has been used in the 
Inventory of Significant Places.  This terminology generally follows that which is set out in 
Apperly, R., Irving, R., and Reynolds, P., 1989, A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian 
Architecture.  Many of the architectural style names allocated to places within the inventory, 
however, differ from the above book, as many places were found to be composed of a 
combination of different style elements. 
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1.8 Report Structure 

The Central Area Heritage Review is presented in one volume, which contains two 
documents, these include: 
 

§ Main Report (this document); and 
 

§ Inventory of Significant Places. 
 
The Main Report of the heritage review consists of six chapters.  Chapter Two examines the 
major project tasks including literature review, field work and historical research.  An 
analysis of the Inventory of Significant Places is provided in Chapter Three.  In Chapter 
Four community consultation efforts are discussed, and recommendations are given in 
Chapter Five.  The final sections of the Main Report include references and appendices. 
 
The Inventory of Significant Places is included in the same volume.  This section contains a 
list of significant places identified as part of the review, and individual inventory sheets for 
each place in the prescribed format.  There is also an electronic version (in Access ‘97) of 
the inventory which is located at the Hobart City Council. 
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2. PROJECT TASKS 

2.1 Literature Review 

A review of relevant literature was the first major task to be undertaken.  This allowed for a 
greater understanding of the history of specific sites, and also contributed to a general 
understanding of the historical evolution and development of Hobart’s central area. 
 
The review of key sources of literature also assisted in determining the scope of the study, 
as previously identified places of cultural significance were identified, as well as places of 
potential heritage significance. 

2.1.1 Key Sources 

An assortment of information sources, mainly key secondary sources, were consulted 
during the review process in an attempt to identify heritage listed places, and places of 
potential cultural heritage significance.  Schedule F of the City of Hobart Planning Scheme 
1982 was examined, as well as the Tasmanian Heritage Register.  Places included on 
these heritage lists were then plotted on a 1:2000 base plan. 

Other sources were also analysed during this stage.  These sources provided further 
detailed information about places being considered for inclusion within the Inventory of 
Significant Places.  The key sources that were consulted include: 

• An Architectural Guide to the City Hobart; 
• CASP Heritage Topic Report; 
• Central Hobart: A Thematic History 
• City Fringe Heritage Review; 
• Hobart’s Industrial Heritage; 
• Hobart Heritage Survey; 
• Twentieth Century Buildings for the National Estate Register Tasmania (Vol. 

1 & 2); and 
• Women’s Sites and Lives in Hobart. 

2.2 Field Work and Research 

The field work component of this study was undertaken after the completion of the literature 
review.  A marked-up base plan created during the literature review stage provided a 
starting point for the field work.  The plan was taken into the field, and used as a guide. 

Approximately fifteen working days were spent on field work.  All unlisted places located 
within the study area were assessed for heritage significance.  The sites of prima facie 
heritage value were plotted onto a base plan, and photographs taken of each place. 

A preliminary inventory of approximately 70 sites was then developed, and further historical 
research on specific sites was undertaken to verify or establish their cultural significance.  A 
further 14 sites were added to the inventory after the initial research phase. 
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2.3 Historical Research and Confirmation of Heritage Values 

Primary sources were consulted after the initial field work and research phase and the 
compilation of the final inventory was commenced. 

Key primary sources examined include Building Plans and House Connection Files held by 
Development and Environmental Services, Hobart City Council.  Other primary sources 
consulted include: photographs, postcards, post office directories, assessment rolls, and 
property files held by the Hobart City Council. 

The major historic map sources used were: Survey Sheets 1841-1845, by James Sprent, 
and Metropolitan Drainage Board, City of Hobart, Detail Plans 1905-1910. 

2.4 Compilation of the Final Inventory 

Further research was undertaken to gather information about sites included within the final 
inventory of significant places.  In some cases Assessment Rolls were examined further in 
order to attempt to confirm construction dates. 
 
The datasheets for each site were then proof read, and any inconsistencies in the 
information presented were clarified. 
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3. INVENTORY ANALYSIS 

3.1 Previously Identified Places of Significance 

3.1.1 Characteristics 

The majority of places listed on Schedule F – City of Hobart Planning Scheme 1982 date 
from the early to mid nineteenth century, which covers the Old Colonial Georgian (1803-
c1840) and Victorian (c1840-1890) architectural periods.  There are a smaller number of 
buildings that date from the Federation (c1890-c1915) and Inter-War (c1915-c1940) 
periods. 
 
Most places are commercial buildings, such as offices and shops.  Distinctive groups are 
located throughout the central area, mostly in the outer blocks.  The two blocks framed by 
Collins, Davey, Murray and Harrington Streets provide examples of commonly listed 
structures, as most of the listed buildings in these blocks are mostly Victorian Georgian 
edifices, such as London Chambers, Stone Buildings, and the Tasmanian Club. 
 
There are also other types of listed places located within the central area such as: halls, 
public houses, factories, educational institutions (such as the suite of Hobart Technical 
College buildings), theatres, club houses, post offices, service stations, stables, and 
warehouses. 
 
Places on Schedule F were found to possess a similar level of cultural significance, 
however there are numerous structures that are of State significance, grand historic 
structures that are evidence of the growth and prosperity of Tasmania’s capital city during 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

3.1.2 Statistics 

There are 110 previously listed places of significance located within Hobart’s central area 
(Appendix C).  These places are listed on Schedule F and the Tasmanian Heritage 
Register (THR).  Most places are included on both registers, however there are a small 
number of places that are listed only on Schedule F or the THR (Figure 2). 

HERITAGE INVENTORY No. % 

HCC/THR 101 92 

HCC Only 1 1 

THR Only 8 7 

TOTAL 110 100 

Figure 2 Table of Previously Listed Heritage Places 

 
There is only one place that is listed on Schedule F and not on the THR.  This is: 
 

52-56 LIVERPOOL STREET Former Carlton Club Hotel 

 
This apparent oversight is the result of changing land information.  The building occupies a 
corner site, and has substantial frontages on both Liverpool and Argyle Streets.  The 
property is divided by title into a number of sections, and only one of these sections is listed 
and defined on the THR. 
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There are eight places that are identified on the THR and not on Schedule F.  These 
include: 
 

18-26 BATHURST STREET Technical College (Dechaineaux Wing) 
 

18-26 BATHURST STREET Technical College (George McIntyre Hunter Wing) 
 

22-26 ELIZABETH STREET ANZ Bank (former Broadcast House) 

29 ELIZABETH STREET Former Bank of Australasia 

34-36 ELIZABETH STREET Wellington Building (includes 98 Collins Street) 

139 LIVERPOOL STREET Formerly part of Tasmanian House 

112 MURRAY STREET Cow (former Tattersall's Hotel) 

3 VICTORIA STREET Service Station 

 
The majority of these listings are as a result of nominations prepared by the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects (Tasmanian Chapter), which primarily focussed on 
buildings dating from the twentieth century.  These nominations were gradually added to the 
THR from 1997. 
 
The significance of some structures is compounded by the fact that they have early 
nineteenth century associations.  The Service Station at 3 Victoria Street, for example, 
incorporates outbuildings that once belonged to Macquarie Hotel, built in c1815. 
 
Many of these sites are part of complexes that already have sections (mostly dating from 
the nineteenth century) listed on both Schedule F and the THR.  ANZ Bank (Broadcast 
House) is a case in point.  This large Inter-War office complex built in 1926 is technically 
already part of a listed site - the Victorian Georgian former Commercial Bank of Tasmania 
building located at 103 Macquarie Street.  Broadcast House was incorporated into the listed 
property in 1989, when the site was redeveloped into the ANZ Centre.  The two places 
therefore became part of the same property. 
 
Given the cases described above it was thought necessary to produce datasheets for each 
of the eight defined places (refer Appendix D).  This will effectively update Schedule F, and 
help to clarify existing listings. 
 
There are an additional three places that are not defined on either Schedule F or the THR, 
including: 
 

53-57 COLLINS STREET Charter House (refer also Former Red Cross House) 
 

101-103 HARRINGTON STREET Conjoined Commercial Buildings 

43 LIVERPOOL STREET Police Office (former YMCA Gymnasium) 

 
These places are part of properties that are listed on both registers, but the particular 
buildings are not identified within the current listing.  Datasheets have been prepared for 
each of the three properties, and are also presented in Appendix D. 
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3.1.3 Schedule F - Inconsistencies 

During the review of Previously Identified Places of Significance, specifically Schedule F, it 
became apparent that many of the addresses provided in Schedule F were not compatible 
with currently available land information. 
 
The majority of places were listed on Schedule F more than twenty years ago as they were 
the result of National Trust of Australia (Tasmania) nominations.  Many of the original street 
addresses have subsequently changed. 
 
The street address for each property was checked against the Land Information System 
Tasmania (LIST).  If there was an inconsistency between the two addresses this was noted, 
and a list of inconsistencies produced (refer Appendix E). 

3.2 Inventory of Significant Places 

3.2.1 Characteristics 

The majority of places included in the Inventory of Significant Places (identified by this 
study) are commercial buildings dating from the early to mid twentieth century.  There are 
also substantial numbers of commercial buildings dating from the nineteenth century with 
early to mid twentieth century additions, most commonly to facades. 
 
The majority of these buildings are shops and/or offices, which is not surprising given that 
they are located within Hobart’s central business district. 
 
Various other types of places have been assessed and ultimately included in the inventory 
such as police stations, public open spaces, theatres, bank buildings, gymnasiums and 
infrastructure, specifically that associated with the Hobart Rivulet. 
 
The places included in the inventory are mostly located within the central blocks of the study 
area, those city blocks bounded by Collins, Harrington, Liverpool and Elizabeth Streets.  
There are also clusters of identified buildings  in lower Argyle Street and upper Campbell 
Street. 

3.2.2 Statistics 

The Inventory of Significant Places contains 84 places.  This figure represents the number 
of places that have been identified not the number of properties.  In some cases, for 
example, there are several buildings on the one property. 
 
Myer Department Store is one such example.  The property is composed of several 
buildings located in the block bounded by Murray, Liverpool, Collins and Elizabeth Streets.  
Five of these buildings (three with frontages on Liverpool Street and two with frontages on 
Murray Street) have been included in the Inventory of Significant Places.  Although they are 
part of the one property, datasheets have been prepared for each of the five buildings in 
order to ensure that the values of each building are adequately defined. 
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3.2.3 Format 

The inventory sheets that have been produced are identical in format to those produced by 
the Tasmanian Heritage Council, because they have been produced using the Tasmanian 
Heritage Register Database.  The following fields appear on the inventory sheets. 
 

FIELD DEFINITION 

Reference Located at the top right-hand corner of each inventory sheet, 
this number refers to the location of the item within the 
computer database. 

Name Current place name and former names, where known. 

Address Current street address according to LIST and HCC base maps. 

Original Use What the items was originally used for. 

Present Use What the items is presently used for. 

Feature Type What type of item it is, e.g. shed, house, bridge, church. 

Architectural Style Defined by the architectural periods and styles outlines in A 
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. 

Integrity The integrity of a place is related to the degree to which its 
fabric and curtilage remains intact.  Where a place appears to 
be intact, the phrase “externally predominantly intact” has been 
used.  Alternatively, when a place is not externally intact, a 
brief description is given of the elements affecting its integrity 
(or intactness). 

Construction Date The date the place was built. 

Floors The number of floor/storeys. 

Roof The type of roofing material used, e.g. shingles, corrugated 
iron, tiles. 

Walls The material from which the exterior walls of the place are 
constructed, e.g. face brick, weatherboard, stone; and details 
of any subsequently applied coating, e.g. painted or  rendered 
brick. 

Attic/Basement A tick box is provided to indicate whether the items has none, 
one or both of these features. 

Streetscape Contribution The location of the place within the study area, and the 
contribution it makes to the streetscape. 

History The history of the place, its development and evolution.  
Includes a historical information about the place, e.g. 
construction date, original owners etc. 

Physical Description A brief physical description of the place as it appeared at the 
time of the field survey. 

Criteria for Entry in Register These criteria are outlined in the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 
1995, Section 16.  Through these criteria a statement of 
significance is produced. 

Digital Images Two digital images are mostly provided of each place.  
Photographs showing the front and side elevations are 
included on most inventory sheets. 
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4. CONSULTATION AND CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Community consultation has been an important part of this study.  Details of completed and 
future planned community consultation are given in the sections below. 

4.1 Completed Community Consultation 

The Project Consultant spent time contacting several property owners, gathering historical 
information about their properties and organising site visits. 
 
The Bank Arcade, 64-68 Liverpool Street became a property of particular focus.  The 
Project Consultant met with the owners on site and was given a comprehensive inspection 
of the complex.  The owners are currently preparing some on-site historical interpretation, 
and the meeting provided a perfect opportunity for information exchange to take place. 
 
The Bank Arcade later became the focus of a talkback session on 936 ABC Radio hosted 
by Ric Paterson in July 2003.  This program encouraged people to call in and contribute 
information about the history of the arcade.  It was from this radio session that some 
fascinating historical information came to light.  This information was subsequently 
incorporated into the Inventory of Significant Places and will also be used in the Public 
Exhibition of the project. 

4.2 Future Planned Community Consultation 

4.2.1 Public Exhibition 

A public exhibition of the Central Area Heritage Review, including the Inventory of 
Significant Places will be prepared in late September, and presented for public viewing at 
the Hobart Council Centre in early October 2003. 
 
The exhibition will stress the educational importance of the study in terms of informing the 
wider community about the nature of its heritage. 

4.3 Conservation Opportunities 

There are numerous places located within the study area that have unsympathetically 
altered facades.  The former His Majesty’s Theatre at 168 Liverpool Street is one such 
example.  This once intricately detailed Federation façade was covered with metal cladding 
in the early 1970s.  Similarly, there are several commercial buildings in Liverpool Street 
(between Elizabeth and Murray Streets) with intricate Inter-War Art Deco facades that have 
simply been painted one colour.  This paint scheme does not enhance their impressive Art 
Deco motifs. 
 
All the abovementioned buildings make a significant contribution to the historic streetscape 
of Hobart’s central area and have been included in the Inventory of Significant Places. 
 
A major opportunity to improve the conditions described above would be to encourage 
sensitive re-painting and/or restoration of facades, most of which belong to prominent 
commercial buildings.  Financial incentives could be provided through the Council’s 
Heritage Funding Program. 
 
Other incentives that could be used include: 
Land use concessions; 
Rate relief; 
Waiving Development Approval application fees; and/or  
Free professional advice (e.g. offered by Council’s Cultural Heritage Officer). 
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4.4 Heritage Promotion Opportunities 

The conservation of heritage places detailed above could be assisted through the provision 
of information to property owners and members of the general public relating to the 
restoration and painting of facades. 

4.5 Use of Heritage Resources 

There is an opportunity to work more closely with other sectors of Council, such as City 
Services and Parks and Customer Services, in order to use the historical information 
researched for sites within the Inventory of Significant Places.  There may be opportunities 
for this information to be used in interpretative panels installed within the city centre. 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Adoption of the Heritage Review 

1. The inventory sheets prepared for individual places which comprise the Inventory of 
Significant Places should be adopted by Council following a process of public 
exhibition. 

 
2. Consideration should be given by Council to the adoption of additional places onto 

Schedule F identified in Appendix D. 
 

3. Inconsistencies in the Schedule F outlined in Appendix E should be corrected in 
accordance with the information provided. 

5.2 General Recommendations 

1. It is recommended that Council further investigates the opportunity to encourage 
façade restoration/re-painting of key commercial buildings with identified heritage 
significance, by use of the Council’s Heritage Fund and/or through other incentives. 

 
2. It is recommended that Council further investigates the opportunity to encourage 

façade restoration/re-painting of buildings with identified heritage significance, by the 
provision of general information to property owners and the broader community. 

 
3. It is recommended that the information within the Inventory of Significant Places be 

disseminated to other sectors of Council where it may be of assistance to other work 
programs. 
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Department of Urban Design, National Estate Grants Program (Aust), National Estate 
Tasmania, 1994, Twentieth Century Buildings for the National Estate Register Tasmania, 
The Chapter, RAIA, Hobart, Vol. 1. 
 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects, Tasmanian Chapter, Department of Architecture and 
Urban Design, University of Tasmania, 1997, Twentieth Century Buildings for the National 
Estate Register Tasmania, Commonwealth Government under the National Estate Grants 
program, Vol. 2. 
 
Sandy Bay Historical Society Inc, 1997, Sandy Bay Connections, Proceedings of A 
Conference on the History of Sandy Bay, Hobart Tasmania, published by Sandy Bay 
Historical Society Inc., Sandy Bay. 
 
Scripps, L., 1991, Central Hobart: A Thematic History, Appendix 1 of the Central Area 
Strategy Plan (CASP) Heritage Topic Report, HCC, Hobart. 
 
Scripps, L., 1997, The Industrial Heritage of Hobart: Historical Study and Site Database, 
Vol. 1 & 2, prepared for the Hobart City Council, Hobart. 
 
Scripps, L., 2000, Women's Sites and Lives in Hobart: Historical Research, Hobart City 
Council, Hobart. 
 
Solomon, R., 1976, Urbanisation: The Evolution of an Australian Capital, Angus and 
Robertson Publishers, Sydney. 

6.3 Related Legislation 

City of Hobart Planning Scheme 1982 
 
Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 
 
Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997 
 
Wise, H., & Co, Tasmanian Post Office Directory, 1890-1948, held at the Tasmaniana 
Library, State Library of Tasmania, Hobart. 

6.4 Directories/Registers 

Assessment Rolls, Tasmanian Government Gazette. 
 
The Tasmanian Hotel and Boarding House Directory, Tasmanian Government Tourist 
Department, Hobart. 
 
Tasmanian Heritage Register. 
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Tasmanian Post Office Directory, published by H Wise and Co. 1891-1937, held at 
Tasmaniana Library, State Library of Tasmania. 

6.5 Websites 

www.talis.tas.gov.au 
www.thelist.tas.gov.au 
http://www.tasheritage.tas.gov.au 

6.6 Map Sources 

City of Hobart: Central Business District, 1968, produced by Southern Metrpolitan Masyet 
Planning Authority, Hobart. 
 
Hobart and Suburbs Aerial Survey Maps, 2nd Edition, 1954, Lands and Surveys Department, 
Tasmania. 
 
Hobart Town Plan and Buildings, Intercolonial Exhibition of Industry Chart, 1866, held at 
Lands Titles Office, DPIWE, Hobart. 
 
Plan of Hobart Town 1839, by J. Frankland, held by Allport Library and Museum of Fine 
Arts, State Library of Tasmania. 
 
Plan of Hobart Town c.1840, (coloured) based on Frankland Plan, held by Allport Library 
and Museum of Fine Arts, State Library of Tasmania. 
 
Survey Sheets 1841-1845, by James Sprent, copies held by Hobart City Council. 
 
Metropolitan Drainage Area, Detailed Sheets, prepared in 1897 by A Mault. 
 
Metropolitan Drainage Board, City of Hobart, Detail Plans1905-1910. 

6.7 Photographic Sources 

Archives Office of Tasmania 
 
Dennison Heritage Collection 
 
Hobart City Council Photographic Collection, held in HCC Library. 
 
Hobart City Council Slide Collection, held by Development and Environmental Services 
Division. 
 
Postcard Collection, Tasmaniana Library, State Library of Tasmania. 
 
Private Collections. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































